TEACHING MIXED-ABILITY CLASSES

A(1) Know how students learn
C(3) Promote quality and equity in education for all students

Mixed level and mixed ability classes are a common challenge for many teachers.
With the right techniques all students can be challenged and can find success in your class.

Students in mixed-ability classes can vary based on their:

* Age or maturity

* Previous experience with the subject content
* Language level and mother tongue

* Confidence and independence

* Motivation or attitude towards the subject

e Cultural background

It takes time and assessment to understand students’ individual learning styles, language needs, motivations
and abilities. Once you begin to understand students’ different abilities, you can intentionally plan lessons to
incorporate all student needs.

Below are some activities and strategies to keep all students engaged and participating while being mindful
of their different abilities.
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MIXED ABILITY PAIRS

Intentionally pair a strong student with a
student who is struggling for an activity
or review exercise. Circulate to check that
the strong students don’t always
dominate the discussion. Give each

person a role or responsibility and have
them switch during the activity.
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Begin your lesson with easier revieV\;
questions to build students’ confuience. l
you have students with lower ability, this
is a great chance to allow them to answer
and boost confidence.

As the lesson continues, begin to ask
more challenging guestions and choose
specific students to answer. If someqne
makes a mistake use it as a learning

opportunity.

For example: Grade 5, Math
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KWL (KNOW, WANT, LEARNED)

This is a strategy to use continuously throughout
your lesson.

Write the new topic on the board and begin by
asking students what they already Know about the

topic. This will give you valuable information about
students’ prior learning.

Next, ask students what they Want to know about
the topic. What questions do they have?

At the end of the lesson, ask students to write
down what they have Learned. This will tell you

what they remember, and what you will need to
reteach next lesson.
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STATIONS

Put students in small groups. In each corner of
the room make a station with a specific
question or task. Have groups move around to
the different stations to answer all the
questions. As they are working, use this time to
move around to check if struggling students
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PREPARING FOR THE POSSIBLE CHALLENGES

Think about potential challenges students may struggle with when making your lesson plan.
Once you have brainstormed a list of challenges, think of ways your lesson can overcome those
challenges (thinking about the specific needs of your students)

For example:
Think about the questions students might ask or topics that may need more explanation or an

activity to illustrate.

Think about how you can involve all students every activity. Especially think about students who
may have a disability — what considerations are needed for them to actively participate?

Think about creating emotionally-safe activities for children lacking confidence.




TEACHER TALK

It’s important to reflect on both what and how you speak and give feedback to students.
Below are a few key points related to the choice of language you use in the classroom.
Small changes in your choice of language make a big difference.

CLARITY ERROR CORRECTION
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MLE (MULTILINGUAL
EDUCATION)

In a mixed language class, if you can speak
or write the different languages students
use, check if students understand using
their mother tongue language. Use

different languages to repeat or clarify
instructions.

STUDENT SELECTION
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COMMUNICATION OUTSIDE
THE CLASS
If you have a student who is particularly

shy or a student who you suspect is
struggling with issues outside of school,

invite them to briefly talk with you after
the class is finished. This way you can
check if they need extra help anq
provide them with a safe, quiet time to

talk.
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ASSESSMENT FOR A MIXED ABILITY CLASS

Assessment can be stressful if your students have diverse abilities.
Below are some assessments that involve students working together.

This can be a good strategy to intentiona
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